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BRIEFS 


HUEUNDOICsABCIimON 


IRELAND  (BP)  ~  Irish  vaiM 
on  May25  votad  0¥srvvha<nv 
mgly  Id  permit  abortion 
naiionii^,  Halancra  Eighth 
Amendment,  adopted  in 
1863,  malees  a  mother  and 
her  unborn  baby  equ^ 
under  the  lew,  effectivefy 

I  restricting  abortion  eecept 
in  cases  where  the  mother's 
life  is  at  risk.  The  Irish 
goMemment  supported  the 
repeal  effort,  proposirtg 
1^1  abortion  during  the 
first  12  weeks  of  pregnancy. 
Analyeis  have  portra^  the 
vote  as  the  last  stand  in  the 
battle  for  the  country's  soul. 
The  once  strictfy  Roman 
Catholic  ooumry  voted  to 
allow  seme  aaK  marriage 
three  veers  ago,  and  alactad 
a  homoeawial  prime  minta^ 
ter  laet  year. 

MBIfMMCSLOWAS 

AHAHYNEeninr 

I  m8lMi£M^*The 


midNun^ifceeitaesadaiy 

ninairtfgiDrwty  l»flitKe 

pepiMoa  eofiofdbip  fonew 


(AiQ.  The  laigeM  aegmare 
alAMiom,371kaaa 
C00aa  aa  a  top  aaaaniai 

Daaaaft  was  tops  far  aWk 
and  16%  eheaa  aocial  media 
Rfty  light  paroam  said 
they  wishad  they  read  tha 
Bibla  mora  oftert  nfha  Bible 
pipwdee  the  wiaclom  of  dte 
apaa  for  tode/s  leers,  chat' 
langas.  and  sbugglaa,*  ABS 
pieaidani  and  CEO  Roy  f%lar> 
son  amd.  ‘Vie  are  finding  tha 
more  angagad  with  tfie  Bibla 
tomaona  it,  tha  more  hope¬ 
ful  and  paeceM  they  are.' 

CKMmicmnHUES 
OVER  ASSISTED  SmClOE 

RIVERSIOE.  Ca.  (BP)-  Oaiv 
iel  Ottoka.  a  Superior  Court  u 
judge  in  Rhmraida  County. 
Cakfomia.  haa  struck  down 
tha  Bate's  End  of  Ufa  Option 
Act  tegakring  aaai^ed 
cida.  saying  legislators  defied 
Cakfornia  law  by  passing  the 
meaime  during  a  spedal 
aeaaion  called  to  addraaa 
health  cere  iasuaa,  according 
to  the  Los  Arxielas  Tknea 
Ottoka  provided  tha  Bata 
attorney  ganarml  five  days  to 
appeal  the  rufing  arKi  keep 
the  in  affect. 


PREAIDCNT  MO  MORE  -  Peige  Pattteraon  (right),  removed  May  22  from  hia  job  aa  pieaidem  of 
Southwestern  Semtnery  in  Pr.  dferBt  Kstena  aa  Kevin  Vfackert.  Soudrwaetern  triHifirtThilmian.  eB> 
draiaes  trustees  at  the  apeoial  ceiled  meetmg  diet  day  af>d  brought  on  by  public  oommenta  Patter¬ 
son  made  regarding  women  and  domeetic  viofance.  aa  waN  as  vulgar  reierencea  about  the  body  of  a 
teeneged  girl.  (Photo  courtesy  of  South waatem  Seminary) 

Southwestern  dismisses  president 

School  trustees  appoint  sStSfflSrSffS 
Patterson  jwes.  ementus 


NASHVILLE  (8P)  -  After  iiear> 
ly  a  year  and  a  half  of  diecue- 
sioas  cx)noeniinK  a  Waabington 
church  whh  laSian  ODHpaators, 
the  Southern  BaptiB  Conven¬ 
tion  (SBC)  has  notified  the  Die- 
trict  of  Oohimhia  BaptiB  Con- 
ventioo  (DCBC)  diat  "die  fonniil 
relatioiidiipbetween  die  SBC 
and  the  DCBC  hae  come  to  an 
end,*  aocofding  to  a  statement 
by  SBC  Eiecudve  Committee  in¬ 
terim  preeklent  D.  August  Boto 
in  NaativiDe. 

St  iB  Feb.  19-20  meeting  in 
NaidivQie,  dB  Executive  Coin^- 
tee  adopted  a  recommendation 
granlhig  DCBC  90  dgye  to  "se¬ 
cure*  dv  "removal  of  a^  church- 
ee  ftom  its  fdkywahip  that  have 
demonatrated  a  fiuth  or  practioe 
affirming,  approving  or  entkxain^ 
homosexual  behavior." 

If  such  churches  remained 


in  friendly  cooperation  with  the 
DCBC  mtr  May  20,  the  Biecu- 
tie  Oanmittee  stated,  the  DCBC 
%voidd  ioae  its  authorisatioQ 
"to  receive  and  disburae 
eradve  Program,  and  other  SBC 
contributiona.* 

At  isBie  was  Cakvaiy  Church 


Cklvary  voted  m  2012  to  ceaae 
cooperation  with  the  SBC 
Boto  told  BaptiB  Preas  he 
received  a  letter  May  21  from 
DCBC  executive  dfaeclor  Rob¬ 
ert  Cochran  "incficating  that  the 
DCBC  haa  not  taken  action  die 
Executive  Committee  hop^  it 
would  when  it  issued  ita  i4d^20 
dedaion.  In  his  letter,  Cochran 
divulged  that  he  anticipated  in 
end  to  our  reladonahip. 


School  trustees  appoint  sStSfflSrSffS 
Patterson  in*es.  ementus 

POWT  WOWIM.  Teww  (tf  yd  and  ended jurt  after  3  >.«-  oa  dtoSSdftoirte 

local  roportal  —  In  a  meeting  May  23,  Souttaweatem  Semi-  _ 

that  begui  M^r  22  at  1:30  pjn.  naiy  tniBeea  debated  the  fBe  of  mv  MrmtaoN  on  p.  10 

SBC  drops  District  of  Columbia  Conv. 

NASHVILLE  (8P)  -  After  near-  in  friendly  cooperation  with  the  Boto  added,  "I  imied  a  let- 

ly  1  year  and  a  half  of  diacua-  DCBC  after  May  20,  the  Biecu-  ter  [May  21],  to  the  DCBC  on 
aioos  cxeioeminK  a  Washington  tie  Committee  stated,  the  DCBC  behalf  of  the  B(^  and  copjdng  it 
church  w^  lenian  oo-jpaston,  %voidd  ioae  its  authorisatioQ  to  aO  BC  members.  I  wiu  soon 
the  Southern  BaptiB  Conven-  "to  receive  and  disburae  Co(^  send  another  letter  to  each  of 
tion  (SBC)  has  notified  the  Die-  eradve  Program,  and  other  SBC  eight  churches  we  know  of  in  DC 
trict  of  Oohimhia  BapdB  Con-  contributions.*  that  are  supporting  SBC  work 

ventkm  (DCBC)  diat  "die  formal  At  issue  was  Calwy  Church  throiB^  financial  gifts  directed 

retedondiipbetween  die  SBC  in  Washingon,  which  cooperates  throcBh  the  DCBC 
and  the  DCBC  has  come  to  an  with  the  COC  and  voted  in  Jan-  "The  letten  wfll  inform  each 
end,"  according  to  a  statement  2017  to  caD  a  kgdly-inar-  group  that  the  formal  rebdon- 
by  SBC  Executive  Committee  in-  ried  lesbian  couple  aaco-paatocs.  shm  between  the  SBC  and  the 
terim  president  D.  August  Boto  Calvary  voted  m  2012  to  cease  OOX:  has  come  to  an  end  and 

St  xa  Pbw.  19*20  meeting  in  Boto  told  Baptist  ness  ne  qq  irwyr  reoogntaes  thf>  District 
Nadivflfe,  the  Executive  Coinsnit-  received  a  letter  May  21  from  of  Cohinfoia  Baptist  Cooventioo 
tee  adopted  a  recommendation  DCBC  executive  diiector  Rob-  ^  .  Baotkt  h^  aiRhoriaed  to 
grmting  DCBC  90  <h|y»  to  -y-  gtCodiwn ‘‘todiating  fa*  fa  Oooiierative 

cure’die'ientovdofanydiunii-  DCBC  hw  no*  taken  Ktxm  the  promni  and  other  SBC  contri- 


Grahams 
will  urges 


yto 
keep  laith 

NASHVtXE  (BP)  -  When 
Bflly  Graham  died  at  an  99 
in  his  Nocdi  Carolina  borne 
on  Febniafy  21,  he  left  behind 
a  legacy  of  ser/kx  to  his  Lofd 
through  preadung  the  Goapd 
—  but  aocoftfing  to  his  win,  re¬ 
cently  made  pubiic,  that’s  not 
dl  dase  is  to  nia  leipay . 

The  16-page  document  bes 
gina  widi  a  Ghuqge  to  his  fismily 
menfoers  who  remain.  "I  ask 
my  chddien  and  gnoidchiklren 
to  maintain  and  defend  at  aD 
hazards  and  at  any  cost  of  pcr- 
aootdsacrifioetfaebleaBedaoc- 
trine  of  complete  Bonement 
through  dB  mood  of  the  lord 
Je—  ChriB  once  offered,  and 
throiigh  dart  alone,"  he  wrote. 

"I  urge  aD  of  you  to  walk 
widi  the  Lord  in  a  life  of  ana- 
radon  from  the  world  ana  to 
keep  eternal  values  Id  view." 

Am  a  oomfoct  to  his  femily* 
hewiokr  "IVhenyouread  dds  I 
wiS  be  Bd^^  with  JasuB  in  PB^ 
affse.!  wfllbeisBidnatfaere- 
onkm  of  ow  feiuRy  in  Heaven." 

Throughout  the  next  sectioo 
of  dre  vviu,  (baham  ebrookfod 
dre  nuilor  pobBi  of  fafe  life  — 
oon-malarBi  bfemings.  such 
as  hfe  simple  efaOdhood  on  a 
ChaiioCte^  N.CL,  daky  ferm, 

mmm  ORAHAM  on  p  • 


I  5  20,5 


(jochmn  contacted  Boto  in 
earfy  April,  invidiig  Executive 

•••  SBC  on  p  .  0 


1 


A  Five-Dollar  Rebuttal 


Guest  opinion 

with  Andy  Baker 


The  unworthy  among  us 


A  young,  unmarried  graduate  in^ArUtian  hutoty.  Hn 

studmtfoun  Jherseffprtgi^  ^  year  rtigmqfQmenEBmdfeA 

arid  umoed  support.  She  choee  linaaghtnewmosperitgmher 

d^cmd  gave  birth  to  a  son,  who  country,  andfircea  die  rest  cf  die 

was  adi^ed  by  the  Jobs  family  world  to  acknowledge  England  as 

and  named  Steven,  Steve  Jobs,  asuperpower, 

cf  Apple,  Inc^fame,  went  on  to 


^ange  die  world,  several 


When  he  was  bom,  Ms  single  arcxmduB^tliwwmbfYXi^ 

mother  wasn't  exactly  sure  umo  tfak¥K)ddai]daleMthanKU 

dw  father  was,  so  she  l^dtat  box  dramiflbmoetaod  —  inourob-flo 
bkmkonMsbirthcertifieateand  mlyddenedmodemsockty-* 

simply  mode  up  a  kxst  name  for  womaDhecandiditeferdeilh 

theboy.  He  never  met  Ms  father,  b¥abo(tkxibeftiretiieyev«rhflda 

but  grew  up  to  (Mine  a  genera-  cDaiioeto]|m.AbortioDiairtefii 

thncf  actors  ana  lirin  Academy  Tbeie  four  people,  and  many 

Awards  for  best  cwtor  and  lifettme  others  were  at  biith 

cu^ievement.  He  inspired  millions  vAiat  the  Natia  of  old  axxl  modern 

of  young  peapkaroimddss  world  pto-eboitkMiiBtsoQiiridertebeii- 

m  one  (dnis  last  movk  roles.  We  aim]aerCeiLeban»or*7fotwocthy 

hwwmnasCkdioneiNkM^  ofBfe,*8ofanaeeaiiiedb^theM- 

Mllm  Bridge  on  dwSbgerKwai,  ilitgjiMifeftiMiriaaeiwiriiiflna 

andasOb^omKiaumbiStar  tkMia.Aniatetnbd))rinAxiiiBcka 

WarszAhcQubmess,  today  f4»«eoae#eed  poor,  or 


Hewasbomtoadaoei 
and  rumored  to  be  the  son 


lipi^UQgthilabefirfthaalKfaldB»*ie-  our gmtGoi  With thiabefaite erne, 
pM^sfourito  and  turn  to  CMst*  would  rrgssdkrm  ofhow  wsundefUind  the  out- 
peaKeedumeghigtheBadcxtitoetlMa  WQttii]gafaolerk)k)cyhefaiBd^ 

sttsekstMwsybesetcidieimMDsL  not  ptotfak  debate  to  Ml  aDdoootmue 

IsrooderbowaomeoiiayieaowAiH-  teviortofiiiBiiitrTlnthiiMeaDd 
canABMdk»lfiHMMBaqD^  •cn)tolltoi^dbei?lthUweaaL 

heeetothedoctiiaeolmulMaiooeBicet 

ii«fmldiBaerpftoDr.Di^8feaiarlB7Is  Bsdosr  is  pastor  if P%rm  Church  Oloh  in 
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HeQuedtossedwdauee 
and  statumM  honor  of  P 


11  fa^SeSaato^  to  and 

_  atosQGhhstheBintiliiaf  Al' 

Ft^Mf^TorkCituandmthe  mi^xtyOod  toetioniiiBalend. 

county  (fhtJbirdiM  Maryland.  Doolbeconftiacdlqrtfaoaewbo 

woidd  to  peak  la  with  fstse  or 
fVtoi  she  was  bom,  her  royal  misleading  h^tmation,  especiall> 

father  rejeMi  her  and  had  her  hotobelmilliqgoiilndtowho 

mortem  executed.  She  was  sub-  betoe  Mitoslpptaiis  aretoo 

sequendy  declared  iUefftbnate  dutotofnakenaiaaiQiiieiitous 

toremmsherashisheir.^  dedsloiiQQ  their  own.  Abortion 

loof  betrayed  and  imprisoned  wauat  esuL 

by  her  sister.  Tlwtrcaima(f  her  GcttiietotstogetaniKi- 

earfy^Ukelyitdhiencedner  dcffltoiidlagof  wbatt  Is  at  atate. 

decasbm  never  w  marry,  hut  ^  Btoet^aatWQittyafiikr  m 

Jaudly  awceeded  to  the  throne  betoederntoisdewfyweric 


TonyM^  GmWUWOiAGastimm  JHtoMS 

matoMcaarp  dbuysssBrnmAus  U^'SMpr.FoMdti  mCMSJt 
_  DoitHsto^BaySisingi 

Ufsutooi^ 

witiiii  muSn^ 

"*1 

V  -  - 

ttATOSTS  -mm 

ftoNtoHl  nsuot  nf  ^  4  nS  ffMmiiii  Of  9m  IMuM  toK  Cim 

SISliuluippi  SimL  Jaaaw.  MSlgtP  p— ****TrrirTa|witfrt  fn  sfrm  ‘r 

Mtoriistococ4Bnvr>Q)^^T:^iai|ipitltuitlia  Pnftnil|~ei  jmsiniii  fawl  u  Jsdeisi,  Mj.  Wmia! 

Nm  rtwiw  —  m  esUnm  meek  to  k  iSveM  to 
^  incr  tu  ^aquexiFd  iitidrf  fltkst  mis.  M  sitorisetoserB  eSsK 
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any  oven  there  are  usualKy 

I  laeveru  hundred  chuitrhesacix^ 
X^^rstate  k)okii]g  for  a  new  peator  and 
addhkifial  alaff  tnonbers.  Ihev  pea^ 
or  a  staff  member  weiit  to  a  new  position, 
and  the  church  probably  has  decied  a 
searchconunitteeandeiventhemtheie- 
sporsbOity  of  going  hmier  and  ycHi,  to  and 
fro,  to  find  just  the  ri^  person  to  come 
and  be  their  pastor,  tt  k  a  hin 
bOity  and  one  that  has  been  tedna^  to 
watm  afl  acToas  my  dat^  in  the  ministiy, 
but  it  goes  beyond  diat 

Ihim  is  a  lar^  search  firm  that  adver¬ 
tises  on  teievisioo  and  radk)  and  through 
aU  kinds  of  inedm.  The  ads  present  the 
possibilities  that  they  can  find  just  the 
peraonibrafaxiostanyiieedthiitanybusi- 
nesB  or  profiessioD  would  have.  In  recent 
ada,  it  caught  my  attention  because  one 
Qftfaetfaii]isth^8iy,8onietiroe8numer- 
ously,  is  you  can  say  *goodb^  to  and 
pray.  Whattb|7areref~mngtDisthe 
practioe  of  postiiK  a  need  for  a  particular 
person,  a  paiticuliv  iddn,  a  particular  area 
of  work,  aiid  they  wifl  brfr«  fbflra  tovoiff 
attention  that  would  be  available.  Tne  post¬ 
ing  of  the  neod  is  then  joined  ^  praying 
that  someone  wiD  lespoiid  to  it 
Hiis  search  finn,  aixl  it  is  just  one 
of  many,  has  a  datibaae  throii^  whkdi 
they  cui  cuD  to  find  just  the  person 

whkhcr  it  is  an  engineer  or  a  janitor  or 
teacher  or  technkian.  Jiist  let  them  know 
what  you  need  fnd  they  win  get  you  the 
(pialified  candidates.  M  of  tUa  ia  inade 
poadble  because  of  our  oomputers  and 
the  Woild  Wkle  Web,  hut  now  there  are 
a  mimber  of  search  finna  that  are  focused 
just  on  ininist^  and  espedsDy  the  pastor¬ 
ate.  They  can  nod  who  you  nm  and  help 
detennine  what  it  la  ym  want  and  what 
your  people  think  is  right  They  can  pack¬ 
age  it  together,  find  the  person  who  would 
be  taterorted,  and  all  wffl  be  wdl  in  die 
KinaiitoofGod 

ink  inindaet  has  increasmgly  come  into 
the  cfaurc^  80  mucdi  80  that  peopk  actu¬ 
ally  think  tnat  you  can  post  OK  iieed  and 
the  right  penoo  win  pop  up  on  the  screen. 
Maybe  ycu  just  need  to  Googfe  them  and 
find  the  ake,  pecBQQ,  age.  and  description 
of  the  iKxt  pikiv,  andiiiB  face  win  ap- 


In  Search  of  a  New  Pastor 


pear.  You  can  find  the  perfect  candidate  or 
maybe  even  seven!  ris^  caiididates  and 
never  leanfe  the  comfort  of  your  computer 
screen  and  your  mouse  in  hand.  You  can 
even  dick  to  bear  him  preadi  or  see  a 
pkture  of  hk  beautifiilfiiinily  or  get  high 
proi&  refoenoes  or  read  hk  saeoe^is  and 
weaknesses.  Even  Chiktkiis,  who  Know 
the  Lord  and  vADt  to  foQow  Hk  guidani^ 
have  come  to  asy  like  the  other  search  firm, 
“goodwe  to  post  and  pay." 

Hold  on  jurt  a  ininute.  1  vvould  like  to 


in  their  search  to  find  the  right  person  and 
fi3r  the  ri^  person  to  be  a^^li^ble  toGod 
tobeuad 

I  read  in  Scimture  in  Revelation  i:i6  and 
19  tluft  Jesus  holdB  the  stars  in  Hk  band, 
ft’s  talking  dxMt  the  seven  stars  that  wiO 
be  in  the  seven  churches  that  you  w31  aee 
in  chapter  two  and  three.  He  leveak  that 
th^  axe  the  seven  an^  or  meaaenpers  or 
it  impears  what  vie  cm  pasters  are  tne  ones 
in  hSb  haixL  He  guides  them,  uses  them. 


(X)riectg  them,  bicases  them,  lam  of  the 
opmkn  that  (M  stiD  works  tfaroi^  pasto¬ 
ral  kaderahip  and  through  cnmnutteea  that 
win  seek  God’s  kacfiiH  to  the  right  pastor. 
For  eveo'one  tnvolvea,  it  requires  nirtu^ 
inveatiBent  (» thyiort  of  the  cfauicxi  and 
the  people  iMdio  win  pciy.  Faople  adio  wiD 
seek  and  consider  am  the  Ii)rt!  wvite  to 
have  and  have  an  open  heart  to  die  Lord  to 
do  what  He  wants  tiiem  to  do. 

We  can  get  Hk  leaders  in  place  when 
we  art  B  our  pkoe  befoie  Him.  Usten,  the 
Loro  knovAiwisre  folks  are.  I  think  ahoia 
Saul  bemg  anointed  as  kicg  of  Israel  and 
a^hroSamtKlfDUDdfaim,hewoBoutchas- 
iiK  (knkeya  for  hk  dad.  Ihe  Lord  kiiew 
arhero  he  aan  and  what  he  was  doinL  He 
Imear  how  to  bring  aboift  a  idatknnip. 
Pete  and  James  and  JoIb  wete  down  by 
the  seaside  firim  when  Jesus  found  tfam 
He  knear  where  tney  were,  recfirecled  their 
fives,  and  they  beoame  Kkgdom  leaders 


Isakh  ategrievfog  over  the  death  of  King 
Uskb  when  the  encounter  came  and  G(» 
called  hkn,  *Whom  shaD  1  send,  and  who 
win  go  for  Us?*  "Here  am  l,”l8riah  said 
(188.6:8). 

■Jeans  leads  His  cfaxncli.  He  is  the 
Lord  of  the  dmrcii,  and  He  leads  us. 
Oftro  wfaro  a  church  k  lookmg  for  a  pastor, 
both  the  ocmimitte  and  the  church 
focus  on  the  search  effort  and  the  kind  of 
person  they  Atok  they  need  or  av  i« .  Ihere 
are  times  when  more  than  the  neea  to  get 
thepestor,the(hunhneedBtogetthem- 
srivro  together.  Oftentimes  our  churches  BO 
k»ldng  for  the  right  guy  to  ooeie  and  guide 
diem  but  have  not  at  all  thought  rixait  or 
considered  die  dung^  that  tii^  need  to  do 
before  finding  him. 

■  Jesus  loon  ibr  His  churdi  and 
aD  of  His  peo^  to  be  a  part  of  a 
redeenMO,  ottrlngfcilovvslii^ 
ingout  the  mlssinn  for  Mm  to  reach 
a  world  Ite  Christ.  He  k  at  work  in  the 
search.  He  k  at  work  in  the  pastor  who 
needs  to  come  and  serve.  He  k  at  asxk  to 
bring  diem  together^  but  then  He  k  at  work 


fumjeadiing  out  and  caring  for  those  who 
needaSavior,forthosewhoD0edafdk]w- 
diip  where  they  can  find  hope  and  healing, 
kxnm  ksr  thm  to  oooie  together  and 
be  Hk  peoffo^  Ihat  wiD  take  place  when 
we  ocxne  togette jxier  Him  in  an  atmo- 
sufaero  of  aniaznia  kxve. 

l^te  vrtteBnk  litde  book  of  1  Pete 
4:8,  "And  above  litfaiM  have  fervent 
love  one  for  ■BQlher.*’  Tnenheaddsin 
that  vcEK,  "te  Icive  wffl  ocncr  a  nniltitude 
of  ama.*  As  we  move  forward  to  do  what 
(jod  wants  UB  to  (k^  a  church  and  a  new 
pastor  need  to  be  inunened  and  remain  in 
ttB  love  atmosphere  of  Jesus,  one  toward 
another  and  tcvAid  Him.  So  often,  the 
snialleat  dfoiga  throw  us  off  kflte  and  we 
lose  the  wan^  of  our  rektioodhfoL  In 
some  churches,  three  or  ah  moatha  BtD 
the  lelatioaBbip  we  dunk  vi«  need  a  new 
paster  becmse  we  got  the  wrong  one  thk 
time.  WeD,  love  him  and  be  lowro  fay  fann. 
Love  coven  a  ffiukiUide  of  aina. 

TV  author  otm  be  ooidoclBdaf  dfosc- 
ffons^mbcbdOry. 


College  News 


John  Travk  has  boon  nomod  Dk- 
bngukhod  Proloaoor  ol  Iho  ¥Mr 
•t  MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE. 
Ho  is  choimion  of  tho  Mkakaippi 
Coiopo  moth  doportmont.  An 
MC  groduoto,  Travk  oomod  hk 
mooior's  dogroo  ot  tho  Univoriily 
of  Tinnoaooo  ond  hk  doctor  aSa 
at  Mkakaippi  Siata  Untvoraky. 


VMLLIAM  CAREY  UNIVER- 

SnY'SOmicronOaliBKappaSo- 
citeindijclad  Hnawmembars 
on  Apri  27.  Thk  national  honor 
aockty  focognsaa  kodarahip  in 

TAA  MW8K  iCflOIMWiy,  flVWBCS, 

campus  or  oommunity  aarwoo. 
aoGkl  and  rafigioui  activitias  artd 
campus  gcMsirvnart;  jotanaksm 
■pa^  and  mass  madia;  and 
oastiva  and  parformiTHi  arts. 
Shown  (front,  from  kftk  ara  Maiy^ 
OaulraauK  of  Baton  Rouge.  La.. 
Akaandra  Graan  of  Brarrion. 
Naatu  Ragmi  of  Napai  Amy 
Pounoay  of  Mobia,  Ala.,  and  Katk 
\ftfooda  of  fkntaook.  Ra^  (aaoond 
row)  DoAnna  EKs  of  BMa. 
Aahfyn  Qainqfiilow  of  Luoadak. 
kn  Pittmon  of  Columbk  and  Poo 
VMabaa  of  Mnboo  Qly.  Mwcico: 
(third  row)  forkai  Bhatta  of  ^kpol 
Joriaia  Pftts  of  ESavRa.  Cakb 
Gokon.of  Hattkabusa  and  Diow 
EfigM  of  Hatlkaburg  They  ara 
picaumd  wAh  faouliy  roonaor  Or. 


aor  of  hksnry.  Not  pklurad  m  Amk 
Cafharina  Graan  of  Jadcmn. 


IMZ  KUHO  DPUJZIM  MUJ  lU  OZKRYZH 


IMZ  LUOKW  UOI  UB  IZCEINIRUPX,  NPO 


lU  HZXZHYZ  IMZ  GPVGXI  GPIU  IMZ 


ONW  UB  VGOLCZPI  lU  TZ  EGPRXMZO. 


XZAUPO  EZIZH  IJU:  PRPZ 
Ciue:  M  »  H 

Haot^tiMcryftogiapItyaitdmmtmitimMtk 
hmimdge.AKInoJanmV$niimBt>k\mwhmbtm»- 
eod^hiiknnaJbmlmbm.'nmmiimkatrhmAitlMtti 
thrm^iont  th*puale.9olvt  by  trU  and  error.  Jhaaaarto 
hie  iimt's  peaitKt  Mm  y 

•r  OarlM  Mhv.  1*32-1004.0  MOS 
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Faith  puts  critically 
injured  high  school 
player  bacK  in  game 


BIKMVNSVfti^  Tmmi.  (BP) 

-  adiool  aenior  Landon 
Wilsoo  wrote  as  his  £u^eweD 
quote  in  die  yeubook,  "like  I 
have  ahoys  said,  four  yean  at 
Hayieood  High  School  wiD  coat 
me  an  arm  a£l  a  1^* 

nassniafys  tokT  Wilson  it 
was  the  funniest  senior  quote  in 
the  yearbook  of  the  hi^  school 
in  BrownsviDe,  Tn. 

Humor,  fum,  funily,  friends 
and  basebaO  have  helped  WQ- 
800  not  onibr  cope  with  die  loss 
of  his  left  arm  but  remain  posi¬ 
tive. 

Whle  runni^  200  yards 
from  ho  home  in  Brownsville 
last  Oot  26,  a  pkkup  tnick 
puKi^  a  lawn  mower  tndler  hit 
him  frm  behind.  His  left  arm 
and  his 


NAME  CHANGE?  A  study  team  oonwnisstonad  by  the  Southern  Baptist  Confarence  of  Asaocie- 
tional  Laadars  discussed  its  findinos  at  a  March  1  meeting  in  Adanca.  One  of  the  study  team's  recom¬ 
mendations  wtR  be  a  titia  change  for  diractors  of  missions.  (BP  photo) 


was  lardy  hang 
brokejri^leg 
ofbei'^  lost,  too. 

W  ilm  also  had  a  broken  an¬ 
kle,  ntokeo  feet,  broken  kna^ 
and  broken  toes.  He  would 
spcid  die  neat  45  dm  at  Re- 
taotx  i  One  Medical  Center  in 


Missions  director  study  team 
issues  report  on  title  change 


expectMions»*  said  Haywood 
htmd  coach  T^der  Newman. 
"Landon  haa  a  very  strong 
fudi.  This  is  pretty  much 
[what]  they  ha^  baaed  hia 
whole  recovery  on.  Things 
ooidd  have  been  a  lot  wo*^  bm 
they  put  their  fsiu.  X  ^and 
He  hM  hdped  hmi  heal  to  the 
point  that  ne  has.  It  has  been 
pretty  miracuious  to  see  him 


DALLAS  (BP)  —  Baptist  aaso-  and  a  representative  of  the  *TV>  a  neat  degree,*  such  00- 
dadon's  DOM  (diieclor  of  mis*  SBC  Executive  Committee  staff  ordinatoo  proDuns  *no  longer 
sions)  toon  00^  be  the  AMS  hopes  its  report  will  catalyze  eriat,*  heaaid.  The  recommend- 
(assodatfenal  nusaion  stiate-  "some 'renews  of  amuedatton  ed  tide  aaaodatioiial  mMon 
if  the  aaeodation  takes  the  and  focus  on  Baptist  work  at  strategiat  is  not  an  attemnt  "to 
dde-cfaai^  recommendation  the  local  level,*  said  Wheeler,  move  away  from  sooythina,* 
of  a  report  to  be  presented  next  lead  misaionBl  strategist  for  the  but  to  "address  bow  it  is  won- 
month  at  a  gathering  of  aasoda*  Jacksonville  (Fla.)  Association.  -  ing  now  and  what  would  be 
tional  leaders.  After  explaining  the  team^s  the  way  to  describe  the  way  ifs 

A  12-member  study  team  reaeardi  oroceas,  the  i7<page  woridngiiow.* 
commiMiooed  at  the  2017  report  outlines  17  "leader  pro-  Acoordii^  to  the  report. 
Southern  Baptist  Ccmference  of  fidendes"  deemed  important  some  associations  may  want  to 
AssodatioDar  Leaders  (SBCAL)  for  associatfonal  leaders  in  the  refer  to  their  leaders  as  simply 
meedng  in  Phoenix  surveyed  21st  century.  The  Dfo&dendes,  "mission  strategists.*  For  mso- 
morernan  400  Southern  Bap-  Whecicr  said,  are 'the  most  im-  dations  with  multiple  staff  in 
tists  online  about  their  views  of  portant  thing*  in  the  report  the  office,  "lead  mission  str^e- 
assodatfona,  interviewed  lead-  "Foundabonal  profioendes*  »sf  may  be  an  appropriate  title 
ers  of  about  two  dozen  effective  for  aasodatiooal  leaders  indu^  for  1^  primary  leader, 
associations,  and  wrote  a  report  personal  duuacter  and  a  caD-  The  report  oMidudes  by 
on  the  title  and  role  of  asKxna-  to  aaaodational  leadership,  recommendina  t^  Soutfapn 
tional  leaders  —  often  known  as  according  to  the  report.  "Re-  Baptists  establish  a  “jwofcs^ 
DOMs.  ktional  nrofroender  isidude  siooal  development  prooeas 

The  report,  rdereed  Mm  is,  emotionaf  intrihgenre  and  for  asMdatk^  R**" 

win  be  presented  at  SBCSTa  abiUtytobea*aupportivecoacfa  more  eztenaively  tw  leader- 
Juneio-umeetiiis  in  Dallas  in  for  efaurefaea  and  [Mors.  ship  suocetsioo  within  asso- 

rniAinfrinn  wMiUie  SoutfaetD  ‘Strategic  proficiencies’  in-  datkms,  maintain  SBCAL  as  a 

BaptHteonvention’B  June  12-13  the  abiBly  to  cast  viakm  strong  voice  for  asaodatioiial 

dMR.  SBCAL  nieetii«  and  train  fiiture  aaaociational  miaaions,’  and  engage  m  more 
attendees  wfll  ooMider  a  mo-  leaders.  eSe^  asaodational  miesiOQ 

tfon  to  adopt  the  report,  though  Hie  study  teem  d^-  ynA  . 

its  recotmnendatioiw  are  not  oped  their  recommended  title  Aoeordlna  to  tte  report, -Ihe 
bindtaK  for  die  more  than  MOO  (£ai«e  for  aaaodatioiml  teml-  relevance  of  1^  aModations 
am^Mious  assodatioos  lin  m  wheeler  said,  in  of  the  is  not  M  a  thing  of  die  ^ 

Southern  Baptist  Ufe.  profidendes  necessary  for  the  but  is  die  current  way  inoatS^ 

‘tt’aimpoctantfiirustoBetit  positioa.  churches  are  partneruig  wim 

right  as  sS^iiem  Baptists  at  the  flie  dlrertpr  of  minrtMa  sistv  dmefaes  to  en^  ^ 
1^  level.*  study  team  leader  accurate  deecrfoed  die  work  local  miesion  field  ^  Gods 
RickWheelertoldBBptiatrreaa.  of  aaeodatfonal  bate  ?*?  .toure 

*Ifwe  ever  intend  to  bedfoedve  ai»evioueeraofSKlA*»te  of  thriving  !«>«=«>•. 
at  the  national  and  intemation-  all  of  the  various  levds  of  the  served  tw  proOite  bete 
al  level  in  coBabofalive  mbsioo  denominatioa  tended  to  wofk  conqiriaed  of  churchea  united 
work,  we  eauBOt  be  netiooaBy  like  cogs  in  a  whed.  There  were  by  Aeir  and  imrendwri 
ind  intenuitiofiBlly  who  we  are  etnicttired  programs  thai  con-  to  Jesuo  and  Hb  suatfon 
DotbeiMlocaDy."  oected  our  work"  and  needed  intewoijd 

T^rtudy  team,  comprised  ffiwcting  on  a  local  Icvd,  said  The  full  repejt  b  a^ble 
of  assoSt^oal  leaden,  state  Wheeler,  a  member  of  the  SBC  at  http://w%m,rt)cnssocbtkwi8. 
convention  Vendesa,  a  paetor,  Executive  Commlltee.  org/reporthtml. 


^^i8.i;tetotevocal 
l  our  of  the  surgeries  woe  ^.lus  stoy  airf  use  it  as  an 

2,3“  “»sr:!r2Sri««k. 

"If  vou  SO  tiuousb  one  of  thbbtbewiwHebastiiownme 
these  iSefetrycThave  to  thbbagootfthfagwid^^ 
have  a  sense  of  humor  or  ebe  esn  oranemtf’ef^  ara 

you  probably  wouldn’t  be  able  ““V 

tosiettbioii^it,*he8aid.  comefromthb.  he8aid."lfed 

A  riAtianded  pitcher  on  like  1  have  affected  more  people 
the  Tomcats’  haseoall  twain,  by  thb  happening  than  I  ever 
Wiboo’sfrdth  has  grown.  would  have.  1  want  to  touch  as 

"I  never  thought  my  life  many  people  as  I  can  with  my 

would  be  that  drasticalhr  story  and  get  as  many  people  to 

t^hanged  in  one  day  but  obvi-  follow  Qinstra  I  can. 
ously  it  was  and  I  fed  like  it  has  Wibon,  made  s 

made  me  a  better  person,”  said  mitment  vWlc  rttendi^  VK 
Wibon.  a  member  of  Browns-  as  a  youM  boy.  i  vaibed  m  tte 
vine  Bptist  Church  and  the  hospital  that  there  would  be 
son  of  Ti^  and  Beth  Wibon.  aeSuste^Mdhej^^ 
TTieao5denthroi«htmeclo8-  to  do  things  differentiy.  Playing 
ertoGodanditopenedniyeyes  basdjaD  again  was  among  hb 
intomanywHsandhtoughta  go^  ^  ^ 

{forme,"  pbyen  with  one  arm,  most 
heph^  were  bom  that  way.  Landon 
(b  Bfe.  I  had  to  adapt  in  weda  to  tiirow 
1."  agtin  thb  seaaon. 

has  le-  "It  has  been  pre^  miiacu- 

kd  rn^  k)us  to  see  him  pitching  al- 
l  on  the  ready,"  Newman  said, 
bimlyon  Teammate  mbnan  McRae, 
a"dieam  a  right-handed  pitcher  and 
shortstop,  said  Wibon*s  en- 
oe  in  tile  ooungement  gives  the  team 
tbackon  hope 

said.  "It  boosts  everybody  up." 

said  McRae,  who  attends  Hcily 
a  2-0  re-  Grove  Baptist  Church  and  has 
.andhas  been  frieM  with  Wibon  sinoe 
in  lo  2-3  pieachooL  "Seeing  him  |pi  the 
75  mph.  mound  asain  makes  everybod>' 
i  aU  my  want  to  hard* 


hospital 


The  BamsT  Rbccrd  May  3!,  2018 


Just  for  the  Record 


Joyfui  Noim,  rllto  I  CHURCH«  FLORA,  visftad  and  sang  •!  Compara's  Nuraing 
Noma  in  Jackson. 


DUCK  HIU.  CHURCH,  DUCK  HIIX,  hM  a  d««cMion  May  14 


FIRST  CHURCH,  LAMBBVT,  held  a  kfetime  daocon 
recognmon  sai  /ice  for  four  of  thair  deacons:  Gana  FauaC. 
Buck  Fortner.  Pad  Hastings,  and  Thomas  Williams. 
Shown  are  Hastings.  Maws  Faust.  Fortner,  and  WWiams. 
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HICKORY  GROVE  CHURCH,  LAMAR,  racog- 
nizad  high  school  and  kindargarten  graduates  May 
6.  Shovsn  are  Kartea  HarraN.  Colton  Bforgaard.  LiNia 
Broom.  Ariana  Mauldin,  and  Jalyn  Utley. 


FARMHAVIMI  CHURCH,  FARMHAVEN,  honored 
Pisgah  High  School  graduate  Hunter  Jenkins  (front, 
second  from  left)  May  13. 


MACEDONIA  CHURCH,  MENDENHALL,  held  its  2018  senior  recognition 
May  6. 


VMTVOWNICH.  ICAKESVKlf,  hoM  a  Sup«  SMinr  A(Mt  Sunday  May  e. 

v>smar  Mnon.  pastor. 


and  ca  Harrieon. 


May3I,20IS  The  BArnsT  Rsooito 


igrrs^  ^ 

Sr 

m. 

'-  »■  . 

'*  “"■^’  WJ 

\  m 

6  ■  “ 

•  '-  i3 

“  i>  Ki 
fi-  - 

•fc  k  '  1 

'  f  i 

•  V 

'^... » 

i.. 

V 

4  fca 

It  j 

I 


Watchdog  commission  condemns 
increasing  religious  mistreatment 


ft  flMiH  IdMrards^  j 

Wttl^tonr  Hoifer  ^  Ubtrty 


WASHINGTON  (BP  ami  lo^ 
cal  raporta)  Twenty  years 
after  toe  U.S.  Congress  passed 
and  U^.  President  Bill  Ginton 
si^Mid  the  International  Re¬ 
ligious  Freedom  Act  of  1998, 
many  countries  are  increas- 


ajBi.;  memoaialt  10:30  aoa^  Kmch 

Day»K£hiMiV  Titter  Ev- 

erett.«Mini»iKdQ»r- 

^ouusr.  Biw  oornB.  pu  speaker; 

►  Centar  MR!  Church,  Coriey,j*arter 

HwnHtaR  Memorial,  deco-  ►  Co*»ty  Lhm  Churrt, 
ration,  *><*■»«— Attala  AaaoaA^on:  Reviv- 
vice,  June  3;  Sunday:S^KX>l,  June  3  ~  Siul,  11  a*ni. 

9  aju.;  won^'and  xneBK>  «id  6  7 

rial  soviet  so  a.m*,  fol-  p-m^  Oon  Cook,  ipadEec; 
lowed  by  eovarfd  di**  )>CBEe  Barker,  musicr  Allen 

(no  nut  prodii:N!^  Tetiy^  J.  Peepka^  pastor. 


The  U.S.  Commission  on 
International  Religious  Free¬ 
dom  (USCIRfO  noted  the  di¬ 
chotomy  in  releasing  its  2018 
Annual  Report  on  2017  reli- 
gious  freedom  violations  in  28 
countries. 

‘SwUy,  religious  freedom 
conditions  deteriorated  in 
many  countries  in  2017,  often 
due  to  increasing  authoritari¬ 
anism  or  under  the  guise  of 
countering  terrorism,*  US- 
CIRF  Chairman  Daniel  Mark 
said  in  releas^  the  report. 

*Yet  there  is  also  reason  for 
optimism  20  years  after  the 
passim  of  the  International 
Relictous  Freedom  Act,*  said 
Mara,  assistant  profeswr  of 
politica) ‘science  at  Villanova 
University  in  Villanova,  Pa. 

“The  importance  of  this  foun¬ 
dational  ri^t  is  appreciated 
more  now  man  ever,  and  epe- 
gious  vi<  latioDS  are  less  likely 
to  eo  unnoticed.* 

October  will  mark  the  20th 
aoaksaiaaay  of  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Religious  Freedom  Act 
(IRFA)  which  has  never  been 
fully  implemented,  USCIRF 
said,  but  was  streng^ened 
in  2016  by  the  Frank  FL  Wolf 
international  Religious  Free¬ 
dom  Act  (Frank  lyolf  Act)  to 
address  implementation  con- 
'errs. 

AVolf,  a  Republican  U.S. 
Congressman  nrom  Vir^^ia, 
introduced  the  original  bul  in 
the  U.S.  House  of  Represen¬ 
tatives  in  1998.  U.S.  ^nator 
Arlen  Specter  of  Pennsylvania 
introduced  the  original  bill  on 
the  other  end  of  the  U.S.  Capi¬ 
tol  in  the  U.S.  Senate. 

USCIRF’s  report  encour¬ 
aged  the  Trump  administra¬ 
tion  to  fully  implement  IRFA 
and  related  laws  to  speed  and 
protect  international  religious 
freedom. 

*In  its  second  year,  the  .  ’ 
Trump  Administration  snould 
'»aild  on  stated  commitinents  ^ 
to  elevate  religious  freedom  as 
a  priority  in  our  foreign  policy 
and  national  security  strategy  ^ 
by  vigorously  implementing  ^ 
IRFA,  the  FnmkWoft  Act,  aS  ^ 
the  Global  Magnitsky  Human  ^ 
Rights  Accountability  Act  [of  ^ 
2016]  to  pressure  egregious  doi 
violators,*  Mark  said.  in 

*U9CIRF  also  urges  the  ad-  is 
ministration  to  priontiae  seek-  am 
ing  the  release  ot  rdigtoos  pris- 


INTERNATIONAL 

RELIGIOUS 

FREEDOM 


USCIRF  annually  recom-  designated  in  December  2017: 
mends  countries  ot  paiticu-  Burma,  China,  Eritrea,  Iran, 
lar  concern  (CPCs),  or  Tier  North  Korea,  Saudi  Arabia, 
1  countries,  based  on  *8ya'  Sudan,  Taiikiirtan,  Turkmeni- 
temic,  ongoing,  egremous*  stan,  and  Uzbekistan, 
violations,  as  well  as  a  ller  2  USCIRF  recommends  I2 
“watch  list*  of  countries  that  countries  for  a  U.S.  2018 
meet  one  or  two  of  the  criteria  watch  list:  Afj^anistan,  Azer- 
for  CPCs.  batian,  Bahrain,  Cu^,  Egypt, 

Since  the  Frank  Wolf  Act,  India,  Indonesia,  Ira^  Ka- 
Congress  also  has  recom-  zakhstan,  Laos,  Malaysia,  and 
mended  entities  of  particular  Turkey, 
concern,  EPCs,  for  non-state  Hie  Islamic  State  (also 
violators  such  as  terrorist  known  as  ISIS)  in  Irao  and 
groups.  Syria,  the  Taliban  in  Ai^ani- 

Genocide,  killings,  slavery,  stan,  and  al-Sbabaab  in  80- 
rape,  imprisonment,  forc^  malia  are  listed  as  EFCs. 
displacement,  and  forced  con-  Acts  of  persecution  noted  in 
versions  were  among  the  most  the  USCIRF  report  include  the 
s^re  abuses  reported  in  ad-  ui^pist  imprisonment  of  Amer- 
dition  to  childhood  religious  ican  pastor  Andrew  Brunson 
education  bans,  female  mar-  in  Tirhey;  a  genoddal  ram- 
Inaliiation,  intimidation,  pata  waj|^  Ity  ISIS  against 
irassment,  and  property  de-  C^mians,  Yazklis,  and  Shi'a 
struction.  Muslims  in  Iraq  and  Syria:  the 

*ln  addition  to  endangering  Nigerian  government’s  failure 
individuals  and  commimlties,  to  prevent  or  punkh  reli^on- 


FOR  SALE:  BCAimFUl  BALDWIN  UP.  AFFORDABLE  BEACHSIDE  VACATION 
RIONT  PIANO  WITH  BENCH.  EJCtNMl  CONDOS;  GULF  SNORES  A  ORANGE 
condHion.  $1.700.  SOI  954 1389  BEACH.  AL.  RWV  <SrfCt  flow  Chriitiwi 
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517-sa»  tPf  won  mtoniwSon _  GET  TNE  BEST  RATES  ON:  HtaMUntur- 

HE'OELBDIG  STAMED  GLASS.  ME-  ancs  and  Madicara  Sapplamanit  CM 
RLjAN  design,  fabrication,  repair  1-SOO-M1-S196  or  vWt  www  Tumarinaur- 
Haida<)aro>finidgiiOi.com  or  cal  ak  ancaOnina  com. 

6S1-4B3-^Of  cal  601-810-1390  HOPPOI  STAMED  GLASS:  cSSm 

CONCORD  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  ANDER-  aMoaa.  rattorMoa  and  rapMrt.  aalMy 
SSrJS  •ndlnaiMMfll«.caaS)rnSS^^ 

PASTOR  FOR  WORSNV  AND  MUSIC.  «ood  feaoiat.  SMouMa  801-502-0202. 


WWW.SEBRENHOMEIMPROVEMENT. 
COM.  Ctirlilim  amd  Don  A  Rfto  Sabfwi. 


OATUNBURO  RENTAL:  CaUn  $05/ 
CoMKt  S32-  022^  0401  or  Enwt 
poMTSOBsR  nil  for  MlntniMfer  and 


icnono.  CM  Tow  Cook  601-700-4070. 
CNUNCM  PE\b  UPNOLSTEirrii 
ESmiATES:  OoNa  UpHoMory,  OuM 
MNo..  Mono  001-770^7 


ftiB  A  AL  Mico  H02  CM  e00-a05-2070  ot  601-400-4600  or  b>^„-rylK)fr>ft»y  com 
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Florida  city  figtiting  to  keep  cross  in  pubiic  park 


PENSACOLA,  R.  (BP  and  lo-  1983  appointee  of  Preai- 
cal  rep  :rte)  '-  In  a  two-year  dent  Ronald  Reagan,  ruled  the 
legal  battle  pitting  ^  City  of  34-foot  Latin  croes  violates 
Pensacola,  M.,  against  secu-  the  Establishment  Clauae  df 
lar  humanists  and  self-pro-  the  U.$.  Constitution, 
claimed  **nonthei8t8,’*  the  fate  The  city  contends  the  cross 
of  a  77-year-old  cross  In  public  has  stood  in  Pensacola's  28- 
park  hanp  in  the  balance  as  acre  Bayview  Park  since  1941 
city  officials  appeal  a  federal  without  complaint  as  a  World 
court  order  that  the  monu-  War  n  monument  donated 
ment  be  tom  down  because  it  by  a  local  community  service 
represents  a  government  cn-  group, 
dorsement  of  religion.  *PensacoUi  is  proud  of 

Pensacola  presented  its  pivotal  role  it  _ _ 

case  i6  to  a  three-judge  ^  pla^  in 

panel  of\he  U.S.  Court  ot  Ap-  American  his- 

peals  for  the  Eleventh  Circuit  tory/  Pensacola  m  % 

inAtl^ta.  Mayor  Ashton 

-Reli^us  symbols  arcnt  Hayward  said  in  ^ 

1^  graffiti  that  .  the  Becket  press 

the  aovemment  release,  *and  %ve 

should  erase  as  should  be  free  iSmiAn 

soon  as  some;  ■  to  ccl^rate  that 

one  complains,  history.* 

yorM)^  plaintiffe  lack  standing 

Goodrich  sam  in  ^  the  cium,  Becket  has  sai£ 

IQKbH  and  the  city  has  a  constitution- 

—  “<»"="  g.-jss’Essr— " 

Cottsdtution  al-  *rhii  Cfourt  has  never  found 

low,  the  sovn^ieiit  to  re^  to  chaflease  •  i«»- 


mcurred  costs  to  avoid  the  dts- 
play  or  oould  not  avoid  it  dur- 

mg  normal  interactions  with  Bayvisw  PaHc.  Rsnsacols 
the  KovemmenL*  Bedket  said 

in  a  Wtte^  defending  the  that^fereonuaeaacroa, 
dty.  'rlaintifb  admit  that  nd-  own  Mtanic  purpoaea. 
^  drcmnatance  is  pieaent  Ihe  com  is  one  o 
here. -nui,,dwy  lack  ttaikhnc*  t^  t70  toplay*  the  d 
At  least  two  of  the  peoi^  the  aiders  to  be  commemo 
pbh^rei^ntuSr^  of  PensacoU’s  histoi 
mnA  a  udrd  (Mie  lives  out-  culture.  *Far  from  en< 
side  the  dty,  Becket  has  noted.  Christiantty,  the  croc 
Onty  the  fourth  person  iwe-  morialiies  how  Penss 
senfeed  by  the  plaintifEi  fives  came  together  duriim 


et  Fund  for  Redons  Lfoarty 
in  WashingtoiL  D.C,  which  is 
representing  uyt  City  of  Pen¬ 
sacola  agau^  the  American 
Humanist  Association,  also 
in  Washington,  D.C.,  and  the 
Freedom  from  Reli^n  Foun¬ 
dation  in  Madiaon,  WL 
The  plaintiffr  prevailed  in  a 
lo%ver  court  lasnrear  when  U^. 
District  Judge  Roger  Vinson,  a 


GRAHAM 


gave  me  little  hope  that  a  oonCer- 
enoe  caB  at  thislate  date  would 
^  be  belpfol  if  it  did  not  indude 

those  with  antibority  Ip  qghide 
nesentMiveB  to  the  enant  church  from  die 
irn  and  another  DCBCefefiowahmbyMiyao. 
ntaafre  llgy  7  for  *1  enooungedf  him  lamer  to 
termed  *nnotia-  work  with  Us  leaders  to  dmw 


manfogeto  Ruth  BeBGcahm,  and 
bve  for  tlKfr  five  daldraL 

*Fh)m  the  beghmina  of  our 
marriaae,  we  detonuned  that  we 
wouldw  tithers,*  wrote  Graham 
of  Ruth's  and  his  financial  com¬ 
mitment  to  God's  kingdoin.  *We 
determined  not  to  be  pieoocupied 
with  niaterisl  things,  which  leads 
to  oovetousoeM  ^  which  the 
Scripturee  cbB  kiolatiy.* 

InkeeiMiawithlisaMnniimcnr 
on  earth.  Gwam  v^ed  lOK  of  his 
residutty  estate — that  winch  is  left 
after  debts,  funeral  wmwises,  death 
taaea  and  al  other  caums  sie  aat- 
isfied  —  totbeBByOnhamEvaD' 
gdfotk  Aamdatfon  (BGEA)  *to  be 


Hs  it  •  copMtor  at  The  WAY 
in  Hotchton,  GA  and  tha 
foundar  of  Truth  Mirvsthas, 
an  apdogatict'batad  ministry 
Kaadquartarad  in  Atlanta,  GA 
Ha  is  tha  ownar  arxl  curator  for 
tha  Musaum  of  Trxjth,  vAkh  is 
an  1800sqyafafoo<travalir»g 
Biblical  Musaum.  Dava  is  also 
an  axpart  on  tha  Shroud  of 
Turin  and  trsvals  with  orw  of 
only  fiva  lifa-sisad  Shroud  of 
Turin  dtaplays  in  tha  vroHd 
Dava  wSI  ba  bringing  a  raplica 
of  tha  Shroud  of  Turin 
and  spaakmg  on  tha 
fosunaction  of  Christ 


Vacation  Bible  School 

>  Union ff teidMivnnn^ I nitesk  JMte4-l> 
forksMlBKM -fidtgnde^ 
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/ 


needog.  I 

<p 

jblish  nmN9  and 

Respected  •  2  Samuel  1:22-27;  2:1-7 


D«vkl»  t  mAn  after  God*t  own  heart, 
wffl  be  the  center  of  our  Bible  study  thk 
f  timmer.  The  BibUcal  material  thk  we 
wifl  eiqdoie  for  this  study  is  the  book  of 
aSamod.  We  do  not  know  who  wrote 
the  bo^  or  die  exact  time  it  was  writ¬ 
ten.  Our  leadm  guide  in  its  introduc¬ 
tion  to  2  Samo^  suggests  it  is  *posBR)le 
tlmt  ft  was  written  right  after  David 
cbed.”  Ify  idffltification  of  David  as  *a 
man  after  God*s  own  heart*  is  based  on 
iSamoel^i4* 

To  unoecstand  die  Holy  Spirifs 
teachings  throogh  the  book  of  2  Sam- 
ud  we  need  to  dy  to  understand  what 
the  Bibliod  vrriter  vms  tdBng  us  about 
Daidd  when  he  said  *a  man  inter  God’s 
own  heart*  There  is  a  nud^r  due  for  us 
when  we  read:  *ln  die  oourse  of  tune, 
David  inquired  of  the  LORD.  *3ian  1 
go  up  to  one  of  the  towns  of  Judah?** 
2  Samuel  2:u  (NIV).  David’s  question 
shows  that  he  does  expect  a  clear  and 
specific  answer  from  Gm 

Ihe  urgency  of  David’s  prayer  is  the 
result  of  the  pressing  situation  where 
be  finds  himswf.  His  King  and  his  good 
friend.  Jonathan,  have  just  been  ktued. 
David  begins  to  realise  the  cavity  of 
the  situation  when  he  remembers  that 
he  was  anointed  the  next  king  of  Israd. 
Very  few  people  knew  that  so  he  needs 
Goo's  help  and  direction  on  what  to 
do  next  Fear  was  not  slowina  David 


down. 

Remember,  as  a  young  shepherd 
boy.  David  had  killed  a  lion  and  a  bear 
to  protect  his  hither’s  sheep.  Then, 
while  still  a  young  lid,  he  bad  a  face  off 
with  Goliath  and  aflled  him  with  a  sHng 
shot  and  small  smooth  stones.  When 
the  Philistine  giant  taunted  die  lad  Da¬ 
vid.  listen  to  David’s  answer 

‘You  come  against  me  with  sword  and 
spear  and  JavdiiL  but  I  come  against 
you  in  the  name  ot  the  LORD  Almighty, 
the  God  of 

the  armies  ^  ^ 

of  Israel. 
whom  vou 
have  defied. 

Ihis  day 
die  LORD 
win  hand 
you  over  to 
me.*!  Sam- 

■ 

The  vibranL  active  fefth  in  David's 
answer  to  Goliath  gives  us  more  infor¬ 
mation  on  the  meamng  of  the  writer  of  t 
Samuel’s  deacr^ition  m  King  David  at  a 
man  after  God’s  own  heart,  we  do  need 
to  take  note  of  the  Bible’s  total  candor 
in  describing  the  Bfole’s  leading  char¬ 
acters.  David  was  not  perfect  without 
sin.  You  probably  reinember  David’s 
adulterous,  shameful  affrir  with  Bath- 


sheba.  Which  sin  he  also  oou^unded 
by  murdering  her  hnahand,  Uriah,  to 
cover  im  his  ungodly  sin. 

The  last  hrif  of  David’s  40  year  reiip 
as  King  of  Israd  was  damaged  by  dus 
indiscrkioo  and  its  terrible  tofl  on  hb 
femfly.  We  will  see  in  more  detail  diese 
events  as  we  come  to  them  later  in  our 
study  of  2  Samuel  this  quarter.  For 
now  let’s  return  to  our  focal  passage  for 
this  first  lesson.  When  David  asks  God 
in  the  first  verse  of  chapter  2  *Wheie 
shall  1  go?* 
God  an¬ 
swered  vefv 
dearly  and 
very 

dficaHy  ^o 
Hebron.* 
Then  the 
men  of  Ju¬ 
dah  came  to 
Hebron  and 
there  they 

anointed  David  King  over  the  house  of 
Judah.*  2  Samuel  2^  (NIV).  David’s 
first  act  as  the  anointed  King  of  Judah 
was  to  recognise  a  great  act  of  kindneas 
to  his  piedeeessor.  Kina  Saul,  the  last 
anointed  King.  2  Samuel  2:4-6  (NIV): 

‘Y^ien  David  was  told  that  ft  was 
the  men  of  Jabesh  GQead  who  had  bur¬ 
ied  Sa^be  sent  messengers  to  say  to 
them,  *Iiie  LORD  Mess  you  for  show- 


with  Don 


ing  this  HtufaiiMif  to  Saul  VOUT  nmaf-ffr 
bv  burying  faim.  May  the  LORD  now 
mow  you  kindness  and  feftfafiilness, 
and  I  too  will  show  you  the  same  frivor 
because  you  have  dcm  this.’* 

David  was  very  committed  to  show¬ 
ing  and  encouraging  others  to  show 
proper  respect  for  Si^  because  be  was 


tk>n  of  David’s  commitment  to  show^ 
and  requiring  reapect  In  the  opening* 
veraes  of  2  Samud  David  bad  the  man 
who  churned  he  killed  Saul  executed 
for  that  crime.  This  is  David’s  excla¬ 
mation,  *’Wby  were  you  not  afraid  to 
lift  your  hand  to  deatroy  the  LORD’S 
anointed,**  a  Samuel  1:14  (NIV). 

These  historical  accounts  we  are  ex¬ 
ploring  this  summer  have  timely  infor- 
matioo  for  us  in  die  summer  of  2018. 
As  I  write  about  this  first  lesson  the 
news  on  my  phone  and  TV  show  work¬ 
men  in  Jerusalem  putting  up  new  traf¬ 
fic  signs  showing  the  way  to  the  United 
States  Embas^  in  Jerusalem.  As  we 
explore  the  biblical  material  on  King 
David't  reign,  we  wOl  study  the  way 
God  lead  David  to  make  Jenisalem  the 
capftal  of  Israel. 

Hicks  is  associatumal  missions  di¬ 
rector  far  Jasper  Association  in  Bay 
Stirrings. 


Why  Are  We  Even  Here?  •  Genesis  1:1-5,  26-31 


GcuMlg  lo-g.  God  ia  the  Ore- 
atoa. 

We  ftae  in  a  cuhuie  of  buqr  schad- 
uka.  We  are  conMantly  bombarded  by 
infonnatfon -- Phexbooik.  texting,  cable. 
Twitter,  emafla.  As  Chriatiaiis  we  can 
become  aa  cnM^  up  in  *kraplfig  up* 
that  we  focgM  *wfay  we  are  even  here.* 
When  my  eon  waa  4  jfuen  old,  as  I  tied 
his  shoes  to  th^  we  could  niHi  out  the 
door,  he  asked,  *Why  are  we  always  in 
1  hunry?* 

Why  are  we  always  in  a  burry? 
Where  did  we  come  from?  Why  are  we 
even  here? 

Genesis  1:1-5  states  that  God  created 
everything  00  the  eaidi  before  he  cre¬ 
ated  man.  And  God  states  repeatedly 
that  everything  He  made  was  good  and 
created  to  *...Be  fruitful  and  multiply...* 
Geiieriii:23(NLT) 

Gcneale  ttnfi-si.  We  were  cre¬ 
ated  In  Ood*a  fannge. 

Genesia  1^6-31  reveals  that  (Sod, 
not  onh  created  us.  but  He  created  ua 
in  His  unagef  We  are  the  oidy  creation 
that  has  that  dfetinction  -  not  one  of 
the  animali  or  plants.  Theae  Scriptures 
state  that  Ha  CMted  ua  in  Hislmafle 
to  *...Be  fruftful  and  muldply.  FfUte 
earth  and  govern  ft...*  Genesis  1:28 
(NLT) 

In  studykag  the  whole  of  scripture, 
we  muet  conrinde  that  God  ended  us 


to  be  in  lelatioiiship  with  Himseifl  lie  _  .  _ 

lovd  w  and  created  us  widi  abfifties  John  1  t^sssriti  that  Jesus  is  the  only 
thin  would  make  a  rriaHcunhip  with  any  to  God.  John  ig:i4**!fi  aasures  ns 
Hhaaelf  a  choice.  He  does  not  coerce  ui  that  we  have  been  dioaen  by  Jeans  to 
or  demand  dial  we  love  hftn.  He  fd^ns  be  His  friends.  This  pasMige  further 
ns  the  choice  *Jiiat  as  he  did  Adam  and  states  that  Jeans  has  appointed  us  *... 
Rve  (Oenetoi  3J  -  the  choice  to  aooMt  to  go  and  arodnee  laeting  fruit..*  John 
hte  and  anft  m  leladoiiship  aridi  hfin  i5:i6(IILT). 

or  itoact  him  and  five  life  separate  from  In  John  14.  Jesus  promises  the  Holy 
i>fan  Spirit  wiB  live  in  those  who  choose  to 

-In  the  beginning  the  Word  already  repent  of  dieir  sins  and  accept  Jesus  as 
existed.  Ttw  Word  was  with  God.  and  their  savior  and  lord.  The  Holy  Spirit 

die  Word  _  produces 

****  •pii’ituai 


ated  except 
through 
him.  The 
Word  gsive 

life  to  evenlhing  that  was  created. 
John  1:1-4  (NLT)  This  chapter  of  John 
fardier  that  Jesus  came  to  re¬ 

veal  God  to  ns  (John  1:18).  When  PbiUp 
asked  Jesus  to  reveal  the  Father.  Jesus 
leoBed.  *..Jliiyone  who  has  seen  me  has 
FhteLT*  (John  14:9  NLT) 
Jeans  waanY  created;  He  is  the  Cre¬ 
ator.  God  the  Son  came  to  reveal  the 
fether  and  to  eacrifioe  Himarif  (JesM) 
eo  that  we  mifdd*  have  a  calfi- 


, . .  .  I •- 1  V  'Ci ''  rTT  -r-nr 

‘1  jHiji  n 

and  feithfiilneae  with  His  creation  is 
evidenoed  in  ahnoat  every  scriptural 
acconnf.  Some  exmnplea  are  the  urad- 
ftes  at  they  travel  freuB  Eigypt  throng 
die  doaing  of  the  Old  Testament,  Jo- 
seph,  David.  Peter,  and  the  woman  at 
the  wefl  (John  4).  Ood  created  ua  in  His 


patience, 
kindness, 

foodnest, 
aithfol- 
nets.  gen¬ 
tleness.  and 

seif-ooiitroL  Galatians  5:22-23  (NLT) 
As  we  search  the  scriptures,  we  find 
dial  God  poascssee  theae  characteris¬ 
tics.  Cfod*s  love  fi>r  mankind  is  exhibited 
and  extolled  throimhout  the  Scriptures, 
but  especially  as  He  sends  bis  son 
to  dfe  for  our  sins  diat  He  might  have 
a  ralationtoiip  with  us  (John  3**t6X  In 
aevaml  scriptaea  we  find  diat  (foa  de- 


aevaml  acriptaea  we  find  diat  (fod  de- 
fighte  in  ns  (Peahn  18:1^  37:23;  Prov- 
erUiltoo.  ate.)  «  Gotfa  padrace 


Why  are  we  e*en  here?  we  were  cre¬ 
sted  to  live  in  a  fioae  rdationthm  with 
our  Oeator  and  Hk  Son.  Jesus  Christ 
Aa  we  walk  in  thst  rdatkMuhip,  we  in^ 
tate  our  loving  Father  and  Hk  Son  to 
a  loat  and  dyi^  world.  We  portray  die 
life  of  Jesus  as  we  show  love  to  the  un- 
lovabk  and  to  one  another.  We  encour¬ 
age  the  loat  and  the  saved  to  find  joy 
and  peace  aa  we  vralk  throu^  trials  and 
tribulations  with  confidence  and  the 
sbiUty  to  live  above  our  circumstances. 

Wty  are  we  even  here?  To  live  an 
abundant  life  in  fdkmship  with  dm 
Creator. 

*I  (Jesus)  have  come  so  that  they 
may  have  life  and  have  it  in  abun¬ 
dance.*  John  iO:io  (NASB) 

*...My  (Jesus’)  purpose  k  to 
them  a  ridi  and  sadaqring  life.  John 
10:10  (NLTY  * 

BaimkleT  k  a  BMmber  of  Woodvilk 
Church,  Woodvffle. 

BmnUsterisanmmbarqfWoodv&k 
Otofuh.  WMhdBi. 
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First  Person:  Come  pray  with  us  at  SBC  annual  meet 


By  Tad  Elmore 
Correspondent 

*Ded4K>  eie  Me  there  yet?” 
Oh»  do  1  icmamber  those  (h^ys. 

A  few  of  you  eofning  to  the 
Soiehem  Baptht  Oonvcntloii 
(SBC)  annaM  flMBting  in  Dal¬ 
las  the  year  wiD  beer  those  or 
similar  words.  Many  of  us  recall 
the  days  when  vacations  were 
fanned  around  the  Southern 
Bandat  Convention. 

We  really  do  stand  out  in 
cniwds  as  ”touri8l)erB.”  No 
matter  bow  cool  you  are,  or  bow 
skinny  )our  jeans  1^  or  how 
long  mat  broom  ddit  reaOv  is, 
3fou  are  a  tourist,  ana  you 
wiD  stand  out  in  die  crowd.  Evoi 
looria  wQl  stand  out  Thoae  lan¬ 
yards  around  our  neds  say  it  aD, 


but  that’s  not  reaDy  a  bed  diing. 

We  wffl  see  old  friends,  mf£e 
new  ones,  and  hang  out  vdlb  the 
trftie  for  a  few  days  of  refresh¬ 
ing.  No,  outsiderB  won't  under- 
sttmd  UB,  not  even  in  the  BSde 
Belt  The  last  time  the  SK  met 
in  Dallas,  the  kxal  iiew8{Mper 
used  the  old  Hne  to  descrfoe  us: 
”$outhem  Baptists  cime  to  town 
with  $io  and  the  Ten  Com- 
mandmenls  and  didn't  break 
dtheroneT 

My  wife  Cfaeiyl  and  I  drove 
around  Dallaa  In  1974  for  our 
firBtSBQ^BMddngattheenonni- 
ty  of  the  aty .  We  renstered  and 
walked  tfarouph  the  oaDs.  I  never 
saw  such  bk  Hair  in  aO  ^  life! 
Some  preadoerB  kxiked  Hke  rock 
stars  —  of  the  *506!  I  thou^  Pat 
Boone  had  been  doned,  but  we 
were  there.  It  was  our  tribe  and 


lifeWay  stores  to 
distribute  free  Bibles 
in  summer  initiative 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  This  sum¬ 
mer,  thousands  of  Bibles  wiB 
ling  up  for  free  at  the  re^stera 
of  LifeWay  Christian  Stores  of 
^the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  in  Nashville. 

It’s  an  effort  \n  lifeWay  to 
help  local  churcnes  take  the 
Wosd  of  God  into  their  com¬ 
munities  through  an  initia¬ 
tive  called.  Share  the  Word. 
Together. 

Qiurcbes  of  a^  denomina¬ 
tion  within  15  niubs  of  a  life¬ 
Way  store  can  aign  up  for  a 
demgnated  week  in  whm  each 
meimio  of  the  duitch  can  vfeit 
the  local  lifeWay  to  pick  up  a 
frw  CSB-translatiop  personal 
gin  Bfole.  Onirch  members 
wiQ  t!«n  give  die  Bibles  away 
in  their  communities. 

”Tbs  goal  for  this  free  Bible 
gheawiy  is  to  start  Gospd  con¬ 
versations  and  spark  invttationB 
to  weekend  wonhip  services  or 
Bihlestti^^saidl&WmrPiea- 
ident  and  CEO  Thom  S.  Rainer. 

Rainer  shared  on  his  blog 
this  week  that  he  was  inspired 
to  create  this  initiative  when 
his  church  gave  away  loaves  of 
bread  to  members  and  asked 
them  to  share  the  bread  with 
people  in  their  communities. 
He  says  many  who  received 
the  br^  came  to  church  the 
iMzt  Sunday. 


SHSBE  THE  WORD. 


we  were  beaming  with  pride  and 
antidpatioo.  I  saw  pastors  diat 
my  pwttois  had  quoted.  I  was 
actudh  in  die  same  room  %vith 
dwm.  Our  hearts  were  friD  and 
our  dreams  were  big. 

Now  we  come  togedier  in 
2018  in  a  different  world.  We, 
who  Jesus  said  were  to  be  salt 
and  fight*  have  seen  the  tasteless 
and  at  times  walked  in  the  dark. 
BiSy  (kaham  is  gone,  and  no  one 
has  repiaoed  him.  TImt  is.not 

g^re^rbecaurofoSLt  real¬ 
ity,  or  maybe  maturity,  I  have 
lesumed  MW  Harold  lindseD 
Qooe  said,  ”0i^  God  can  turn 
the  water  to  wine.” 
r  Ahhot^  the  MUfld  is  taste¬ 
less  and  dm,  we  are  chfldren  of 
dm  L|^  Andi&that  we 

see  Ik^  One  of  the  brum  Mas 


at  the  201B  SBC  annual  meeting 
wiD  be  die  prayer  room.  1  am  In¬ 
viting  you  to  come  pray  there  for 
15  minutes  as  often  as  want 

God  can  do  in  a  minute  ”ex- 
ceedin^,  abundantly  above  all 
that  we  a^  or  think”  (Eph^ 
sians  3:20)  if  His  pec^  will 
Can  u^xm  Him. 

It  18  our  desire  for  God  to 
use  our  dencsnination  for 
His  ^oty.  in  dus  desire,  the 
convention  has  a  prayer  room 
led  by  local  prayer  leaders.  Our 
prayer  room  this  year  win  be 
an  exdting  journey  of  pnyer, 
from  connecting  prayer  in  the 
home  and  churoi  to  taking  the 
Gospel  to  the  ends  of  the  earth. 

We  are  asking  people  to  wd- 
unteer  for  one  or  more  15-inin- 
uleprityer  sttmeots  as  we  sadk 
to  cover  the  Pastors*  Confer¬ 


ence  and  the  annual  meeting 
withpmer. 

Wm  you  pray  15  minutes? 
You  may  register  to  pray  during 
aD  of  die  segDoentB  you  dem  at 
8bteEas.com/pcayer.  R  does  not 
inatter  how  many  people  are  in 
the  aegm^  Pray  when  you  can. 
Registiatioa  be^  the  prayer 
team  piepere  for  you. 

I  km  forward  to  seeing 
in  DaDss  and  I  hope  you  use 

your  social  mecfia  pliterin  to 
promote  the  fink  to  the  prayer 
room  registration.  Safe  jouniey! 
Yes,  kids,  we  are  nearty  diete. 

Smmkpcaior/church 
rtUitkmsasaocki^andpnx^ 
shtito^ybr  rife  5bii£freni  Bap¬ 
tists  of  Tlom  Cbnuenlfon  m  jPm 
fas.  ms  conwwnhjury  appears 
here  courtesy  of  Baptist  Press. 


*I  began  to  think,  *Cou]d  I  le¬ 
verage  mv  position  at  LifeWay 
to  help  tnoiisands  of  churches 
do  the  same?”' Rainer  said.  ”11ie 
answer  came  hadL  as  a  resound¬ 
ing,  *Ye8!*  We  vdU  be  ghdng 
away  ths  Bread  of  life  instead 
of  the  bread  in  loaves.” 

Along  with  the  free  Bibles, 
LifeWay  atores  will  provide  in- 
stnictioos  for  church  members 
who  participate  in  this  Bible 
outreadi  nunistry  along  with 
bulletiB  inserts,  graphics,  logos, 
email  templates,  and  sample  an¬ 
nouncement  scripts  to  diindies. 

Rainer  said  one  pastor  asked 
him  how  LifeWay  could  afford 
to  give  awity  so  maity  Kbles. 
”1  aimpty  told  him  I  was  trust¬ 
ing  God  to  provide.  I  have  lit^ 
doubt  God  win  honor  a  minis¬ 
try  that  gets  His  Word  into  die 
community  and  provides  op¬ 
portunities  for  Mwerful  Gospel 
oonvemtioDs. 

Churches  are  encouraged  to 
sign  up  for  a  %reek  that  overlaps 
wtth  an  existing  event  on  diar 
dnirch  calendar,  such  as  Vaca¬ 
tion  Bible  Sdbool,  Promotion 
Sunday,  or  back-to-school  kidc- 
off  events. 

ftianisb  BlUes  wfll  also  be 
available  for  use  on  a  Umited  ba- 
siB  for  churches  that  designate 
"Spanish*  in  the  denomination 
fidd  when  filling  out  the  form. 
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MO  TO  IIEQULATIOM  —  Homeschool  famiNoe  line  the  hells  of  the  Ceffomia  Capitol  in  Secre- 
mento  to  sipnel  their  oppoeition  to  legisletive  bills  that  would  force  state  reguletions  on  the  large 
homeechooi  community,  including  criminal  background  checks  on  parents  who  choose  home¬ 
schooling  for  their  children.  (Photo  courtesy  of  Califomia  Family  Council) 

California  homeschoolers  voice 
opposition,  school  state's  Assembly 


SACRAMENTO,  Calif.  (BP 
and  loeal  reports)  -  GaUfor- 
nia  homeschoolers  converged 
on  the  state  Capitol  in  early 
May  to  voice  cmpositioo  to  a 
bin  that  woukf  require  state 
officials  to  collect  and  make 
public  a  list  of  fruniUes  that  ed¬ 
ucate  their  children  at  home. 

After  listening  to  three 
hours  of  testimoiw,  no  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Assembty  Education 
Committee  wanted  to  go  on 
record  supporting  the  mea¬ 
sure  by  mddng  a  motion  for  a 
vote,  effectively  kniing  the  bOL 
The  California  State  Aasembh 
is  the  lower  house  of  the  C^ali- 
fomia  Legislature,  and  is  the 
equivalent  to  the  Mississippi 
House  of  Representatives. 

Brad  Dacus,  president  of 
the  Pacific  Justice  Institute 
based  in  Sacramento,  called 
the  bin’s  defeat  a  victory  weD 


worth  cekbratiniL  espedally 
in  a  state  knoMm  for  ite  regu¬ 
latory  penchant  over  every  as¬ 
pect  01  Its  citizens’  lives. 

”AU  k  not  lost  in  Califor¬ 
nia,”  he  said.  *When  we  stand 
together,  we  can  stiB  nudre  a 
difference.” 

Assemblyman  Jose  Medina, 
a  Democrat  from  Riverade, 
proposed  the  IMslation  after  a 
nigD-profile  child  abuse  case  in 
Riverside.  He  imtially  wanted 
to  require  local  fire  officials  to 
inspect  evere  registeied  home 
school  but  mopped  that  provi¬ 
sion  after  fire  departments  pro¬ 
tested  the  addidoDal  woridoad. 

Medina  continued  to  Insist, 
even  during  last  week's  hear¬ 
ing,  that  homeschoolers  need 
better  oversight. 

"What  we  saw  tonight  was 
a  massive  victory  for  home- 
school  families,  parental 


rights,  and  government  by 
consent  of  the  pec^,*  said 
Jonathan  Keller,  president 
of  Califomia  Family  Council. 
”T1ianks  to  the  thmisands  of 
homeschool  frunBies  and  sup¬ 
porters  who  flooded  the  Cam- 
tol,  legislators  were  remiaora 
that  tnis  buOding  k  stiB  the 
peak's  house.” 

California  homeschoolers 
defeated  another  regulatory 
proposal  earlier  in  A^  that 
would  have  required  parents 
to  get  tead^  certificates. 

Meanwhile,  lavraMkers 
in  Hawaii  alro  attempted  to 
adopt  new  homeschom  over¬ 
sight  provisiona  earlier  this 
vear,  prolong  mandatofy 
background  checks  for  aU 
homeschool  parents.  That  bfll 
died  in  committee  after  the 
homeschool  community  ral¬ 
lied  to  oppose  it. 


